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Neighbourhood Small Grants Definitions
Here is a quick introduction to some of the terms used in the Neighbourhood Small Grants (NSG) program. You are welcome to add some details about your own Regional Network, local NSG or grassroots grantmaking program to this template and use it as a resource.

Asset Based Community Development (ABCD): ABCD is a kind of community development that builds on the gifts and strengths that already exist within a community. Rather than providing services or focusing on the problems in a community, ABCD provides support for community members to pool their resources, skills and experience together in order to respond to their own needs. For more information on ABCD please see: ABCD Canada, Tamarack Community, and Abundant Community.

Grassroots Grantmaking: Grassroots grantmaking is the process of offering small amounts of money directly to groups of individuals so that they can make positive change in their communities. It is a very local, place-based process that involves the community every step of the way. Grassroot grants connect neighbours and decrease social isolation by supporting simple but powerful ideas that bring people together and inspire a sense of belonging in the places where they live. For more information please see Grassroots Grantmakers

Neighbourhood Grant Committee (previously known as the Resident Advisory Committee): This is the group of local volunteers who make decisions about how the grants are distributed in their community. The size of the committee varies, but they typically have 4-6 members. 

Partner Organizations: These are the organizations involved in the NSG program in a particular area. They may include funding bodies such as community foundations as well as local organizations that help to coordinate the granting process in the communities they serve. Some NSG areas have only one Partner Organization and others have several. 

Program Coordinators: Program Coordinators oversee and implement the main activities involved in the granting process. They may be staff at a Partner Organization or an outside contractor.

Project Leaders: Each grant application requires a main applicant and a co-applicant. When an application is successful they are referred to as Project Leaders and together are responsible for the grant and the project’s activities.

Project Participants: These are the people who participate in projects funded by an NSG grant.

Regional Networks: NSG regional networks connect nearby Partner Organizations and coordinate capacity building, financial support and collaboration. Each Regional Network has a Regional Network Lead, an organization that coordinates the network and its work.
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