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What is Neighbourhood Small Grants?
“An ideal culture is one that makes a place for every human gift.” -Margaret Mead
This document introduces Neighbourhood Small Grants (NSG) and provides some resources for those familiarizing themselves with the program. If you like, you can add details about your local NSG program to this and use it as a resource.

Have an idea to bring people together in your neighbourhood?
Grassroots grantmaking is a simple but powerful strategy that uses small scale grants to help people make positive changes in their own communities. Neighbourhood Small Grants (NSG) is a grassroots granting program that provides $50-$500 grants to empower community members to bring their neighbours together, create new connections, and make their neighbourhoods better places to live. 

In less than a decade, the NSG program has more than tripled its reach. Developed and funded by the Vancouver Foundation in partnership with local community organizations and foundations, it now serves communities across British Columbia. To see a list of where the program can be found, please see: neighbourhoodsmallgrants.ca/communities 

The NSG program is committed to fostering local leadership and engagement in the following ways: 

NSG funds are administered by local community organizations and foundations who hire a Program Coordinator, themselves a resident of the area to oversee the NSG.

Each community establishes a Neighbourhood Grant Committee (NGC) of local volunteers who review applications and make decisions about how the funding is distributed, ensuring that they are serving community goals and interests.

Local people partner with a neighbour or friend from the same community to apply for a grant and create their projects. We refer to them as Project Leaders.

To see the 2019 Final Report, click here.

One of the best ways to see the impact the NSG program has in communities is through stories. These inspiring videos share stories from past projects and highlight different aspects of the program such as how the grants connect and engage neighbours, celebrate the diversity of communities, and help people share skills and knowledge with one another. 
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